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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 13 March 2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 43-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sampath et al 
(USPN 6,892,317 B1). 

Regarding claim 43, Sampath et al disclose a peripheral device management method 
performed by a management apparatus (diagnostic server 100, col. 3, line 64, see Fig. 1), the 
method comprising: 

first receiving identification information (inherent, since a diagnostic device must know 
the identity of the devices it is to monitor) for a plurality of peripheral devices of a common 
network (network 25, col. 4, lines 6-10); 
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second receiving threshold information regarding a plurality of thresholds corresponding 
to operations of respective ones of the peripheral devices (having threshold knowledge, col. 2, 
lines 9-13); 

formulating configuration data (prediction analysis, col. 6, lines 3-7) configured to cause 
configuration of respective ones of the peripheral devices according to respective ones of the 
thresholds (based on status and threshold information to determine an impending failure, col. 6, 
lines 17-21); 

communicating the configuration data to the peripheral devices using the identification 
information (forward command controls back to the monitored system(s), col. 7, lines 1-4); 

after the communicating, third receiving statuses corresponding to the thresholds from 
respective ones of the peripheral devices (the monitoring inherently continues even after a 
feedback cycle); 

processing the statuses (col. 7, lines 36-39); and 

initiating an action with respect to the statuses of the peripheral devices responsive to 
the processing (initiating the order of parts/consumables, col. 7, lines 39-45). 

Regarding claim 44, Sampath et al disclose a method of claim 43 wherein the method is 
performed by the management apparatus comprising a server (diagnostic server 100, col. 3, 
line 64, see Fig. 1) in communication with the common network, and wherein the receivings, the 
formulating, the communicating, the processing and the initiating individually comprise acts 
performed by the server (col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 10). 

Regarding claim 45, Sampath et al disclose a method of claim 43 further comprising 
outputting a plurality of instructions for communication through a firewall associated with the 
common network, and wherein the instructions are configured to cause an entity inside the 
firewall to discover presences of the peripheral devices of the common network and to 
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communicate the identification information corresponding to the peripheral devices responsive 
to the discovery (the prior art invention of Sampath et al is designed to work in an environment 
of firewalls, col. 2, lines 28-34). 

Regarding claim 46, Sampath et al disclose a method of claim 43 wherein the statuses 
are indicative of levels of consumables for respective ones of at least some of the peripheral 
devices, wherein the consumables are consumed during operations of respective ones of the 
peripheral devices, wherein the statuses indicate triggering of the thresholds for respective ones 
of the peripheral devices, and wherein the initiating comprises initiating shipment of the 
consumables. (col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 6 wherein at least one of the data received triggers 
appropriate actions). 

Regarding claim 47, Sampath et al disclose a method of claim 46 wherein the 
processing comprises: 

combining the statuses to provide combined status data (it is inherent and mandatory 
that the failing device combine its identifier with its problem status when reporting a problem 
status. Such a system would be very ineffective if the monitoring/diagnostic system did not 
know where the problem in such a networked system originated. Sampath et al monitors a 
plurality of devices and must receive the identifier and status information from the monitored 
device in order to rectify the problem device); and 

comparing the combined status data with respect to an order threshold, and wherein the 
initiating the shipment of the consumable comprises initiating responsive to the combined data 
triggering the order threshold (initiating the order of parts/consumables, col. 7, lines 39-45). 

Regarding claim 48, Sampath et al disclose a method of claim 47 further comprising 
defining a plurality of different groups of the peripheral devices, and the combining the statuses 
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comprises combining the statuses of the peripheral devices of one of the groups (col. 3, lines 6- 
11). 

Regarding claim 49, Sampath et al disclose a method of claim 43 wherein the statuses 
are indicative of levels of consumables for respective ones of the peripheral devices, wherein 
the consumables are consumed during operations of respective ones of the peripheral devices, 
wherein the statuses indicate triggering of the thresholds for respective ones of the peripheral 
devices, and wherein the initiating comprises initiating outputting of information indicative of the 
levels of the consumables for communication to an entity (having threshold knowledge, col. 2, 
lines 9-13). 

Regarding claim 50, Sampath et al disclose a method of claim 43 wherein the statuses 
are individually indicative of triggering of a maintenance threshold indicative of a predetermined 
amount of operations performed by a respective one of the peripheral devices, and wherein the 
initiating comprises initiating outputting of a maintenance service request to request 
maintenance of at least one of the peripheral devices (see at least Table 1 , col. 7). 

Regarding claim 51, Sampath et al disclose a method of claim 43 wherein the initiating 
comprises initiating communication of a request for authorization with respect to replenishment 
of a consumable for at least one of the peripheral devices (col. 6, lines 58-65). 

Regarding claim 52, Sampath et al disclose a method of claim 43 wherein the initiating 
comprises initiating communication of a request for authorization with respect to performing 
maintenance for at least one of the peripheral devices (see at least Table 1, col. 7). 

Regarding claim 53, Sampath et al disclose a peripheral device consumable 
management method comprising: 
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first receiving identification information (inherent, since a diagnostic device must know 
the identity of the devices it is to monitor) regarding a plurality of peripheral devices individually 
configured to consume a consumable; 

defining a plurality of different groups individually comprising different ones of the 
peripheral devices (col. 3, lines 6-11); 

receiving statuses from the peripheral devices indicating replenishment of the. 
consumable is desired for respective ones of the peripheral devices (col. 1, line 65 - col. 2, line 
6 wherein at least one of the data received triggers appropriate actions for monitored devices); 

for an individual one of the groups, combining the statuses of the respective peripheral 
devices of the group providing combined status data (it is inherent and mandatory that the 
failing device combine its identifier with its problem status when reporting a problem status. 
Such a system would be very ineffective if the monitoring/diagnostic system did not know where 
the problem in such a networked system originated. Sampath et al monitors a plurality of 
devices and must receive the identifier and status information from the monitored device in 
order to rectify the problem device); 

comparing the combined status data with respect to a threshold; and initiating an action 
with respect to replenishment of the consumable for the peripheral devices of the group 
responsive to the comparing indicating the combined status data triggering the threshold 
(initiating the order of parts/consumables, col. 7, lines 39-45). 

Regarding claim 54, Sampath et al disclose a peripheral device consumable 
management apparatus (diagnostic server 100, col. 3, line 64, see Fig. 1) comprising: 

a communications interface (I/O interface 130, Fig. 1) configured to output a 
communication configured to initiate discovery of a plurality of peripheral devices of a common 
network, to receive identification information of the discovered peripheral devices responsive to 
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the outputting of the communication, and to receive status information regarding a status of a 
consumable for at least one of the peripheral devices; and 

processing circuitry (controller 120, col. 5, lines 51-58) coupled with the communications 
interface and configured to access the identification information and the status information, to 
process the status information, and to initiate an action with respect to replenishment of the 
consumable for the at least one of the peripheral devices.responsive to the processing of the 
status information. 

Regarding claim 55, Sampath et al disclose an apparatus of claim 54 wherein the 
communications interface is configured to receive information defining a plurality of thresholds 
corresponding to levels at which replenishment of the consumable is desired for respective ones 
of the peripheral devices, and to control the communications interface to output configuration 
data configured to configure respective ones of the peripheral devices according to respective 
ones of the thresholds (col. 5, lines 55-57). 

Regarding claim 56, Sampath et al disclose an apparatus of claim. 54 wherein the 
communications interface and the processing circuitry are components of the management 
apparatus comprising a web server (col. 3, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 57, Sampath et al disclose an apparatus of claim 54 wherein the 
outputted communication is configured for communication through a firewall associated with the 
common network, and wherein the outputted communication comprises a plurality of 
instructions configured to cause an entity inside the firewall to discover presences of the 
peripheral devices of the common network and to communicate the identification information 
using the discovered presences of the peripheral devices (the prior art invention of Sampath et 
al is designed to work in an environment of firewalls, col. 2, lines 28-34). 
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Regarding claim 58, Sampath et al disclose an apparatus of claim 54 wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to initiate the action comprising initiating communication of an 
order for the consumable (initiating the order of parts/consumables, col. 7, lines 39-45). 

Regarding claim 59, Sampath et al disclose an apparatus of claim 58 wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to initiate the action responsive to the processing of the status 
information indicating the status of the consumable for the at least one of the peripheral devices 
triggering a threshold (initiating the order of parts/consumables, col. 7, lines 39-45). 

Regarding claim 60, Sampath et al disclose an apparatus of claim 54 wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to initiate the action comprising initiating shipment of the 
consumable (initiating the order of parts/consumables, col. 7, lines 39-45). 

Regarding claim 61, Sampath et al disclose an apparatus of claim 54 wherein the status 
information indicates statuses of the consumable for a plurality of the peripheral devices are 
below respective thresholds for the consumable for respective ones of the peripheral devices, 
and wherein the processing circuitry is configured to process the status information comprising 
combining the statuses providing combined status data, and comparing the combined status 
data to an order threshold, and wherein the processing circuitry is configured to initiate the 
action responsive to the comparing of the combined status data triggering the order threshold 
(initiating the order of parts/consumables, col. 7, lines 39-45). 

Regarding claim 62, Sampath et al disclose a apparatus of claim 61 wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to define a plurality of different groups of the peripheral 
devices, and wherein the processing circuitry is configured to combine the statuses of the 
peripheral devices of one of the groups to provide the combined status data (it is inherent and 
mandatory that the failing device combine its identifier with its problem status when reporting a 
problem status. Such a system would be very ineffective if the monitoring/diagnostic system did 
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not know where the problem in such a networked system originated. Sampath et al monitors a 
plurality of devices and must receive the identifier and status information from the monitored 
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device in order to rectify the problem device). 
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